
CHESTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Minutes of Regular Meeting of Board of School Trustees 

The District Office 

Chester, South Carolina 

Monday, January 26, 2015 – 6 p.m. 

 

 

Members present:  Mrs. Lawson, chairperson; Mrs. Stroman, vice chairperson;         
Mr. Boyd; Dr. Fort; Mrs. Hensley; Dr. Hughes; and Mrs. James.   
 

Others present:  Dr. Slayman, superintendent; Dr. King, associate superintendent for 
curriculum and instruction; Mr. Gardner, associate superintendent for operations; Mrs. 
Stroud, executive director of finance; Ms. Williams, executive director of human 
resources; Mrs. Clinton, public information officer; Mrs. Dunlap, director of academics; 
Mr. Rollins, director of information technology; Mrs. Hough, teacher support specialist; 
Dr. Graham, principal of Chester Park Center of Literacy through Technology; Mrs. 
Stone, principal of Chester Park Elementary School of the Arts; Mrs. Fort, principal of 
Great Falls Middle/High School; Mr. Sumter, principal of Great Falls Elementary School; 
Dr. Knox, principal of Lewisville High School; Mr. Erwin, principal of Lewisville Middle 
School; and Miss Frederick, principal of Lewisville Elementary School.  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mrs. Hensley called the meeting to order.  
 

INVOCATION 
Mrs. Stroman gave the invocation. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
The board and the audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag in unison. 
 

Notice to Media:  In accordance with the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976,    
Sec. 30-4-80(e), as amended, the following have been notified of the time, date, and 
agenda of this meeting:  The Herald  (Rock Hill); The News & Reporter (Chester); 
WRBK Radio Station (Chester); WAGL Radio Station (Lancaster); and CN2 News 
(Rock Hill). 

 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 

 Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Presentation – Members of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. made a presentation of winter coats donated for the students in the 
district. 
 

 Student Recognitions for Academic and Athletic Achievements –Students 
who made a “perfect” score on the Palmetto Assessment of State Standards (PASS) 
were recognized for this achievement.  The students were Dylan Yarborough from 
Chester Park Elementary School of the Arts, Christian Jackson and Ally McKeown – 
both from Great Falls Elementary School, Amy Foos and Naomi Kiley – both from 
Lewisville Elementary School, Alexandra Keels and Justin Thomas – both from 
Lewisville Middle School.  Dr. Fort and Mrs. Stroman presented a certificate from the 
district to each student. 
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 Student athletes from Chester High School and Lewisville High School were 
recognized.  The student were Tommy Sanders, Earl Hinton, Temaris Dixon, Ashley 
Russell, Elizabeth Josey and Deja Marshall – all from Chester High School; and 
Autumn Jordan, Cody Montgomery and Tyrone McCullough – all from Lewisville High 
School.  Each student received a certificate from the district for athletic achievement.  
Mrs. Lawson and Dr. Hughes presented the certificates to the students from Chester 
High School, and Mrs. Hensley and Mrs. James presented the certificates to the 
students from Lewisville High School. 
 
 The district’s new archery program founders, Dr. Gerald Hensley and Mrs. Patricia 
Hensley, were recognized along with school sponsors Cheryl Cok and Jo Yoder from 
Lewisville Elementary School; Beth Bolus, Christine Lechzier and Kristen Hosenfeld 
from Lewisville Middle School; George McKnight, Lindsay Capistran and Amanda 
Hughes from Chester Park Center of Literacy through Technology; and Kimberly 
Simpson and James Simpson from Chester Middle School.  
 
 Dr. Slayman presented certificates from the district to Mrs. Hensley for the work 
done in the archery program, and Mrs. Hensley presented certificates from the district 
to the school sponsors. 
 
 Lewisville Middle School teachers Christine Lechzier and Elizabeth Branham were 
recognized for the school’s robotics program.  Each teacher received a certificate from 
the district for work done as a coach and a sponsor of the robotics team.  Mr. Boyd 
presented the certificates to the teachers.  
  

 Mr. Eugene Boyd – SCSBA Service Award Recipient – Mr. Boyd was 
recognized for having reached fifteen years of service on the school board.  He 
received a certificate and the 15-year service pin from South Carolina School Boards 
Association (SCSBA).  Dr. Slayman made the presentation to Mr. Boyd on behalf of 
SCSBA.  

 

 Rev. Bill Stringfellow – Retiring School Board Member – Rev. Stringfellow was 
recognized for his dedication and years of service on the school board.   He received a 
plaque from the district for his service as a school board member.  Dr. Slayman 
presented the plaque to Rev. Stringfellow. 
  

INSTALLATION OF ELECTED BOARD MEMBERS 
 Superintendent Slayman administered the oath of office to Dr. Hughes and Mrs. 
Stroman; The Reverend Angela Boyd administered the oath of office to Mrs. James, 
and State Board of Education member Mr. Jim Stroman administered the oath of office 
to Mrs. Lawson. The oath stated by the elected board members was as follows: 
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        I,    , do solemnly swear that I am duly qualified, according to the 
Constitution of this State, to exercise the duties of the office to which I have    
been elected, and that I will, to the best of my ability, discharge the duties  
thereof, and preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of this State and   
of the United States.  So help me God. 

   

ELECTION OF BOARD CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 
 Mrs. Lawson and Mrs. Stroman were elected to be board chair and vice-chair, 
respectively. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Mrs. Lawson invited persons in the audience to address the board on any 
nonpersonnel subject.  There was no response. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA  
 On a motion by Mrs. Hensley, seconded by Mrs. Stroman, the board voted 
unanimously (7-0) to approve the items under the Consent Agenda.   
 
 The Consent Agenda items approved were the following:  meeting agenda; 
minutes of October 20 and November 17, 2014, meetings; requests for overnight field 
trips; and the Act 155 petitioners.  
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

School Board Recognition Month – In observance of School Board Recognition 
Month, the District Teacher of the Year, Ms. Wendy Shuler, on behalf of the schools 
expressed appreciation to the board for the direction the district is heading as a 
Microsoft Alliance School District.   

 
Dr. Slayman recognized the board members and presented a proclamation to 

each for the outstanding work done to advance student learning.   
 
After the presentation by Dr. Slayman, a video clip on telemedicine and the 

CATCH program produced by Microsoft was shown by the public information officer, 
Mrs. Clinton.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 There was no business to be considered from the previous meeting. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 World Class Scholars Initiative through Envision – Dr. King gave a brief report 
on the World Class Scholars Initiative through EnvisionSC that allows selected schools 
in the district to partner with international schools for online classroom interaction and 
distance learning.  
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 Update on hiTEC Initiative – Mr. Rollins gave an update on the hiTEC initiative.  
He reported on webcams and Promethean boards, computer tablet distribution and 
use, upgrades for telemedicine software and distance-learning lab equipment, and 
quality work done by SWAT (Students Working to Advance Technology) team 
members.    
 

 Monthly Financial Status Report – Mrs. Stroud presented the monthly financial 
status report for the month ending December 31, 2014 (Attachment A). The report 
indicated the year-to-date revenue at $16,802,311 and the year-to-date expenditures at 
$17,703,231.  The actual revenue and the actual expenditures, as a percentage of the 
budget, were on target with December 2013.  Mrs. Stroud reported the district fund 
balance, which was $8,854,019 at the end of December.     

 

ACTION ITEMS 
 There were no action items. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 On a motion by Mrs. Stroman, seconded by Mrs. James, the board voted 
unanimously (7-0) to go into executive session. 
 
 The board entered executive session at 7:15 p.m. to hear personnel 
recommendations, personnel matters, contractual matters concerning a school 
purchase of an ice machine, and parent requests for appeal hearings for students 
recently expelled.  There were no personnel matters. 

 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 On a motion by Mr. Boyd, seconded by Mrs. James, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to return to open session. 
 
 Upon returning to open session, the board took the following actions. 
 
 On a motion by Mrs. Hensley, seconded by Dr. Fort, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to approve the personnel recommendations and the requests to be released as 
presented (Attachment B). 
 
 On a motion by Mrs. James, seconded by Dr. Fort, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to approve Chester High School to use $3,400 from the facilities improvement 
funds account to purchase an ice machine for the athletic department. 
 
 On a motion by Dr. Fort, seconded by Mrs. Hensley, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to uphold the hearing officer’s decision to expel Student A for the remainder of the 
school year. 
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 On a motion by Mrs. Stroman, seconded by Mrs. Hensley, the board voted 
unanimously (7-0) to uphold the hearing officer’s decision to expel Student B for the 
remainder of the school year. 
 
 On a motion by Dr. Hughes, seconded by Mrs. James, the board voted 
unanimously (7-0) to uphold the hearing officer’s decision to expel Student C for the 
remainder of the school year. 
 
 On a motion by Mr. Boyd, seconded by Mrs. Stroman, the board voted 
unanimously (7-0) to uphold the hearing officer’s decision to expel Student D from 
school. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Mr. Boyd moved, and Mrs. Stroman seconded, to 
adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0). 
 
    The meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 
 

 
________________________________ 
Agnes M. Slayman, Ph.D. 
Executive Secretary 
 
________________________________ 
(Mrs.) Denise C. Lawson 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 


